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The Lord our  

all-powerful God 

 is King; let us rejoice,  

sing praise, and give 

him glory.  
 

                        (REV. 19:6)  



 

 

The Vocation of A Deacon 

“Serve… Serve…. Serve… and Serve some more.” 

 

An Interview with  

Deacon Chuck Kramer 



 

 

When were you ordained, and how long 

have you been serving as a Deacon?  When 

did you first feel that you were called to the 

diaconate? How did you discern that this 

was a vocation that God was calling you 

too? 
 

Deacon Kramer: I was ordained August 8th, 

1999 and have served the Bismarck 

Diocese for 20 years. Pat Cunning-

ham, now Father Patrick Cunning-

ham, and I worked together, and I 

was so drawn into Father’s willing-

ness to serve. Then, [Deacon] Steve 

Mays invited me to consider serv-

ing as a deacon. The process is 

now 5 years discernment. When 

they didn’t throw me out, I 

thought maybe God wanted me to 

serve the diocese.  

 

How would you describe the vo-

cation of a Deacon in the Church? 
 

Deacon Kramer: Serve… serve…. 

serve… and serve some more.  

 

The Catechism states; “The Church recog-

nizes that there are two degrees of ministe-

rial participation in the priesthood of 

Christ: the episcopacy and the presbyterate. 

The diaconate is intended to help and serve 

them.” (CCC 1554) How would you de-

scribe the service that a deacon gives his 

Bishop and the pastor he serves under? 

What does it consist of?  
 

Deacon Kramer: It is intimidating serving 

the Bishop because we put so much pressure 

on ourselves not to screw things up. But eve-

ry time the Bishop is so gracious and kind. In 

serving the pastor, I just try to do whatever 

he asks me and support him as much as I 

possibly can.  It is very rewarding 

seeing the pastor thriving and suc-

ceeding.  

 

The Catechism states that “the 

sacrament of Holy Orders marks 

[Deacons] with an imprint 

(“character”) which cannot be re-

moved and which configures 

them to Christ, who made himself 

the ‘deacon’ or servant of 

all.” (CCC 1570) How have you 

experienced this conformity to 

Christ the servant in your own 

ministry?  
 

Deacon Kramer:  Oh, I wish you 

didn’t ask me this.  I am a sinner , I 

know I should do better.  It’s hard to allow 

ourselves the opportunity to see Christ in 

ourselves, it is easier for me to see Christ in 

others. When  I am helping the handicapped, 

the poor, people in trouble, is when I feel 

conformity with Christ. It is there that I feel a 

real closeness to Jesus.  

 

Continued on the next page...  

Deacon Chuck Kramer has served as a deacon at our parish for 20 years. For this edition of the parish 

newsletter, we interviewed him to discuss the Diaconate and his ministry. The topics discussed in-

cluded how he discerned God was calling him to serve as a deacon, how he views and lives his minis-

try, and how his service to the Church has shaped his spiritual life and relationship with God.   



 

 

Has your experience as a Deacon changed your 

understanding of Christ and his Church? If so 

how? 
 

Deacon Kramer: I’ve learned that this God  of 

ours, a loving father, is not an “I got ya God.” 

Our God is a God of love who wants to love us, 

to forgive us, and to show mercy to us. For too 

long, I thought of God as waiting to catch me in 

sin. Now I know we are immersed in His total 

love, and He wants us to share all of that love 

with each other.  

 

As a permanent married Deacon, your wife 

Nancy plays a role in helping you fulfill your 

ministry. Could you describe and explain the 

role your wife plays in your ministry? Do you 

experience your vocation to the Diaconate as a 

shared mission between the two of 

you?  
 

Deacon Kramer: Nancy  has been an 

incredible blessing to me. She 

knows that I could care less about 

the details so she makes sure the pa-

perwork is correct, we are where we 

are supposed to be at the correct time, and that 

everything is in proper order. When the pastor 

asks me to help him with a Baptism or homily 

or whatever she makes sure everything is done 

properly. Nancy is also good with the elderly 

and the handicapped. Without her I would not 

be as effective, that is for sure.    

 

Question: What have you found to be the most 

challenging part of your ministry as a Deacon? 

What has been the most rewarding? 

 

Deacon Kramer: If given the chance to minister 

in the Church or minister in the streets, I’ll take 

the streets every time! I feel so much satisfaction 

and comfort doing work with the poor, margin-

alized, and handicapped.  I love to proclaim the 

Holy Gospel but the formality of the Church is 

more challenging for me.  

 

What would you say to the men of our parish 

who may be considering the diaconate? What 

steps would you recommend they take to bet-

ter discern God’s call? 
 

Deacon Kramer:  I have five more years in the 

saddle and our diaconate [formation in the dio-

cese] is a 5 year program.  St Johns needs a dea-

con or two to be able to continue the work of 

our parish.  Father can only do so much.  I 

would like to invite fine men and 

their wives to come forward. Just 

have faith and trust. These 5 years 

will  be so rewarding for you and 

you will know in those 5 years if 

this is what God is asking you to do. 

When I entered the diaconate pro-

gram people said to me, “You are the last per-

son we ever expected to be in the program.” I 

couldn’t have agreed with them more. But over 

the last 20 years I think God has given me the 

opportunity to make a bit of difference in peo-

ples lives. You don’t need to be perfect. I’m 

proof of that.  All you need to do is drop your 

nets and follow Him.  
 

 

 

If you are interested in learning more about the diaconate and learning how to apply to the formation 

program, contact David Fleck, Director of the Diaconate, at (701) 240-7210 or visit  

bismarckdiocese.com/diaconate. If you are looking for help discerning whether or not God is calling 

you to the diaconate contact Fr. Richter at the parish office.  

https://bismarckdiocese.com/diaconate


 

 

                Review 
                                                                                                           T H E    C A T H O L I C    F A I T H. 
                                                                                                          O N    D E M A N D. 

The Krygma by Kiko ArGüello 

O ver the last year, we have experienced the work of Kiko Argüello first-hand at St. John’s. This is because we 

have now been visited twice by a team of missionaries from the Neo-Catechumenal Way, which is the move-

ment initiated by Kiko Argüello. In his book The Krygma, Kiko recalls how God worked in his life to bring about the 

formation of this relatively new movement and charism in the Church.   

K iko wrote the Krygma with one purpose in mind. He wanted to tell the Church and the world of the way God 

had worked to bring about the formation of the Neo-Catechumenal Way in order to show that it was truly a 

gift God was giving to the Church in our time. Before the Way got started, Kiko did not intend to start a move-

ment; rather, it emerged organically from his encounters with Christ. Kiko, through a series of encounters with dif-

ferent people, became convicted that Jesus Christ was present in those who were poor and suffering in a very real 

way. Through those who suffered, he encountered Christ crucified. Desiring to be near Christ and to be where He 

is present, Kiko decided to go live among the poor in the shantytown of Palomeras, Spain. Kiko did not do this to 

preach or to do missionary work, but to be close to the presence of the crucified Christ in the poor. He simply 

wanted to live with Jesus. Soon after he arrived, however, God began to call Kiko, through the requests of the peo-

ple of the shantytown, to preach the Gospel to them. Kiko’s way of life and demeanor moved the people of the 

shantytown to beg him to preach to them about Jesus.  From this preaching and living among the people of the 

shantytown, the community that would become the Neo-Catechumenal Way emerged. This new community was 

built on the three pillars of Community, Word, and Eucharist. This Tripod, as the members of the community call 

the pillars, form the foundation of the shared life of the Way’s communities. Kiko saw this way of life and the style 

of preaching found among the members of the Way as a gift from God given through the poor among whom he 

had lived.  

T he Krygma is a book worth reading not only to understand better this new 

aspect of our parish community, but also because by reading the story of 

Kiko Argüello and the Way’s founding, we are able to see clearly the way in 

which God works in the lives of the faithful. Kiko is a excellent example of some-

one who first placed his trust in God and then responded to the gifts provided by 

him in his providence. Kiko shows how the Christian should first seek the pres-

ence of Christ, so that by drawing near to Christ, we may become a source of his 

life and grace to the world. This is the call of our baptism, and Kiko’s life shows 

us concretely a way in which the graces given in that sacrament can have a tre-

mendous impact when we respond to them generously.  

For those interested in reading The Kyrgma an ebook version can be found at 

Formed.org. For free access to this and other resources on the faith create a 

FORMED account using our parish code fnn8cc.  



 

 

I n 2018, through the generous gift of a parishion-

er, St. John’s was able to establish an endow-

ment fund to provide perpetual support to our 

Parish into the future. The establishment of this 

endowment fund is an important step in better 

providing for our parish’s financial needs into the 

future.  The St. John’s Endowment was established 

through the Catholic Foundation for the People of 

the Diocese of Bismarck. This organization is a 

separate 501(c)3 from the Dioceses and is the only 

Catholic Foundation in our area.  

O n their website, the Catholic Foundation de-

scribes the establishment of a parish endow-

ment fund as a way to “ensure the faith.” That is, as 

a way to help guarantee that our parishes, our pri-

mary connection to Christ and His Church, are fi-

nancially stable even in hard times. The Catholic 

foundation writes of endowment funds:  

 How do we “ensure the faith”? The answer is 

fairly simple, with endowment funds. An en-

dowment is a fund in which only a portion of the 

proceeds or earnings are spent annually and the 

original gift remains untouched in perpetuity. 

With more gifts to the endowment fund, it grows 

and so does the annual distribution to your par-

ish or catholic school, etc.  

T his means that a gift given to the St. John’s 

endowment fund is a gift which will sup-

port the parish forever. Rather than providing 

for a single expense here and now, a gift given 

to the endowment fund will continue to pro-

duce income for the parish into the future. The 

annual rate of return for the parish each  year is 

a 4% distribution from the principle balance of 

the endowment fund which is 

comprised completely of the dona-

tions given to the fund.  This distri-

bution is given to the parish as a 

check each February to be used ac-

cording to the needs of the parish. 

There are no other strings attached. 

This means that if the parish was 

able to get its endowment fund to 

$500,000, the parish would receive 

an extra $20,000 each year.  This 

would allow for greater flexibility 

in the budget and would allow us 

to put money toward other expens-

es that would help 

us to better fulfill 

 

Traveling this Summer?  
Use our parish app to find Mass times no 

matter where you find yourself! 
Tired of trying to navigate multiple parishes’ web-

sites looking for available Mass times when you 

travel? Our parish app can help with that.  Using 

the Discover Mass button, you can find all times 

and places Mass is offered in any city. Simply tap 

the Discover Mass button, and then enter the city, 

state or zip code where you are looking for Mass-

es. You can also use the location services on your 

phone to find which churches you are currently 

closest to!  

To download our parish app search “myparish app” in the 

Apple App Store or the Google Play store and download the 

app with the icon found above. 

Use this button  

to find churches  

and Mass times  

wherever you are! 

The St. John’s Endowment FUND 

PROVIDING FOR THE FUTURE 



 

 

L ater this summer, St. John’s will be replacing 

the padding on all the kneelers throughout the 

Church. With the new kneelers comes the oppor-

tunity to get involved in the life and community of 

our parish. There are two ways to do this. The first 

way one can help is financially. The total cost of the 

new kneelers will come out to about $9000. If you 

are able to help in any way contact Darcie at the par-

ish office or talk to Fr. Richter. 

T he other opportunity is to help install the new 

kneelers. The pads of the kneelers came com-

pletely ready to be installed. All that needs to be 

done is to uninstall the old kneelers and replace 

them with the new ones. This project is a great op-

portunity for the people and families of our parish 

to join together in an act of service for the whole 

parish family.  Father Richter also sees this as a great 

opportunity for the parish to come together for the 

completion of a common goal and for parishioners 

to get to know each other through this mutual ser-

vice. We will be in need of those who have the req-

uisite skills to lead and guide the process. However, 

we will also need numerous volunteers regardless of 

skill level to provide a helping hand by carrying out 

old kneelers, bringing in new ones, and other such 

tasks. The plan is to provide food for those who vol-

unteer, so volunteers to coordinate the food prepara-

tion will also be needed.  This project is one that 

people of all ages and skill sets can help accomplish.  

I f everything goes according to plan, we will in-

stall the new kneelers on Wednesday, July 17th 

and Thursday, July 18th. Please check the bulletin 

and listen to the announcements at mass for more 

information as the date approaches. If you are able 

to volunteer or would like to learn more, please call 

Darcie or Zach at the parish office— (701) 839-7076.  

Thank you to all those parishioners who have made 

this project possible through the gift of their treas-

ure, time, and services; and thank you in advance to 

those who will help with the installation.  

 

The Kneeler Project 

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR FELLOWSHIP  

our primary mission of bringing Christ to our fam-

ilies and the world. Imagine if each year the distri-

bution from our endowment fund was able to cov-

er all of the parish’s utility expenses and what 

could be accomplished with that money instead.  

B esides the blessings our parish would receive  

through a gift to the endowment fund, there 

are also a number of great benefits for those who 

make a gift to the endowment fund. (Or any other 

Catholic foundation fund eg. The Seminarian Edu-

cation Fund). An example of these benefits is the 

numerous tax breaks available for those who do-

nate to endowment funds. The State of North Da-

kota offers up to a 40% tax credit for gifts given to 

endowment funds.  

P arish endowment funds are also a great way 

to include your parish in your will. By mak-

ing the parish endowment a beneficiary in your 

will, you are able to provide financial support to 

your parish family even after you have passed.   

I f you are interested in learning more about giv-

ing to our parish endowment fund, or any of 

the other endowment funds that support the faith 

throughout our diocese, contact Matt Stevenson, 

the Diocese’s planned giving specialist at (701) 204

-7206 or mstevenson@bismarckdiocese.com 



 

 

St. John the Apostle  

Catholic Church 

2600 W Central Ave  

Minot, ND 58703 

Upcoming Diocesan Events 
 

Big Smoke BBQ cook off—Monday, July 8th 

The Serra Club of North Central North Dakota will once again present the Big Smoke BBQ cook off on Monday, 

July 8 at St. John the Apostle Church, Minot. The event features the cooking talents of priests and deacons from 

across the diocese. The public is invited to enjoy food, fun, games and silent auction. 
 

Organ Masterclass Camp—August 5th-9th 

The Organ Masterclass Camp, August 5th-9th, 2019 will feature Dr. Everett teaching students on beautiful Pipe 

Organs throughout the Bismarck/Mandan area. The camp is open to young pianists and organists, ages 10-18, 

who are already comfortable reading music and playing both hands together. There will be a beginner's session 

2-3:30pm, and an intermediate session 3:30-5pm Monday-Thursday, and the week will culminate in a recital 

Friday afternoon. The camp fee is $50 and registration is open until July 15th. Please contact Lillian Bielinski, at 

lillianbielinski@gmail.com or (913) 645-9511 with any questions.  
 

Marriage Retreat, Assumption Abbey—August 16th-18th 

Give a gift to your marriage by allowing Deacon James Keating to lead you through a spiritual and joyful retreat 

experience. This retreat will remind us that we are brought together in Christ to help each other get to heaven. 

The goal of the weekend is to remind us of our call to be saints in the making…TOGETHER! The retreat will be 

held at the Assumption Abbey August 16-18, 2019. The cost is $200/couple and registration is mandatory. Dea-

con Keating is the director of Theological Formation at the Institute for Priestly Formation. He is sure to be a gift 

to the married couples of the Diocese of Bismarck. For more information or to register go to the diocese website 

at: bismarckdiocese.com/marriageretreat or call Tara Brooke at 204-7209. 


